The burning wildfire in Papua

Jayapura, 4 August 2005. Since the Declaration of the Papuan Customary Council in Manokwari, 3 February 2005 that it would return the Special Autonomy Law for Papua, back to Jakarta various rumors hang around in Papua. “We will get independence on 15 August 2005”. “Get out all migrants from here!”. “Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General, will come and give us freedom along with the Dutch and the Americans”. Such things are widely circulated among people, particularly those who live in urban centres, including Jayapura, Biak, Sorong and Timika.

On 29 July 2005, the Papuan Customary Council held a press conference in Jayapura affirming the plan to organise rallies in all districts and provincial houses of representatives. It is part of series of activities to mark its stance to return Law No. 21/2004 on the Special Autonomy for Papua back to the Central Government. These activities also include a seminar on the implementation of this law 6 and 8 August and the commemoration of the International Day of indigenous peoples on 9 August. Interestingly, this plan almost coincides with the issuing of H.R. 2601 by the US House of Representatives that includes substantial concerns over Papua and Aceh in Section 1115. This political decision endorsed by Eni Faleomavaega (American Samoan Congressman) and Donald Wayne creates various interpretations and assumtions partly because most of Papuans do not have direct access to such information.

To deal with this issue, on 21 July 2005, LP3BH, a Manokwari-based NGO, released a public statement based on its research to demystify misunderstanding and confusion among the people as well as to counter widely spread misleading information. Elsham, a Jayapura-based NGO, also released a similar press release on 3 August 2005. 

The political decision in the US politics immediately draws wide attention from the Indonesian President, Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, the national politicians, the local politicians, major political parties. Most of them agree on the position that such a decision is against the sovereignty principle and is considered a foreign intervention into domestic affairs in another country. Obviously, they plan to lobby the US Congress despite the clear support of the US government for the territorial integrity of Indonesia.

Through our network in most part of Papua, SKP Jayapura gathers information that the situation is reportedly calm and normal. People go to work, children go to school and public services work normally, except in a place like Wamena where public services have been collapsed since last year due to the alleged corruption in this particular District (*).

